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Abstract 

The Balkans is entering a period of major decisions, whose success or 

failure lies in the foundation of the future. “The Balkans is an integral 

part of Europe. And the unification of our continent will be complete 

only when the Balkan countries are members of the Union”1. The 

Balkan players, governments, peoples, business and other interest 

groups need to understand that this region is an entity with more 

common denominators that the rest of the global world. As such they 

are interconnected in more comprehensive and crucial ways: 

economic, political, social, traditional and often linguistic. As I try to 

foresee the future, consideration will be given to the following sub-

questions:  what political, economic, social, technological, 

environmental, or other variables are likely to characterize the region 

in 10 years from now? What events might be necessary to make such 

scenarios plausible? 

 
     

Introduction: The Balkans, definitions, and the future 

The making of peace is not an easy task, no matter where one tries to build the “reign 

of reason, the absence of war, freedom from quarrels and disagreement, and 

harmonious relations”2. World history is a testimony to that truth, since European 

change of course from nationalism to liberalism and common values happened only 

after the greatest tragedy known to mankind, the Second World War. The Balkans has 

long been a synonym with ethnic hostilities, country breaks-ups, and it is the single 

largest producer of deeply varying history books. The English language has ironically 

adopted the term balkanize or “to divide a region into small, often hostile units”3.  

 

                                                 
1 Romano Prodi, February 2003 
2 Dictionary.com 
3 Dictionary.com 
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It is true that for this part of the world even the boldest predictions for the future may 

sound moderated. The extremes of ideas and aspirations are to be found in many 

centuries-old projects of expansion and historical right, leaving surviving remnants to 

the present day. It is impossible, of course, to predict the future.  However, by 

carefully considering current developments and challenges facing the Balkans, a 

number of potential scenarios could be envisioned.  Based on current and planned 

events, we can create future expectations. In the business of foreseeing the future, the 

need for a certain degree of speculation and various assumptions are especially 

important in a region like the Balkans.  

 

The Vision: Balkans 2016 

Ten years in an age of technology is more than necessary for many changes. There are 

two paths in front of the Balkans with respect to the future: development and progress, 

or backward looking to history and regress. The first is the way; the second is the road 

that was followed in the past years bringing forth failure, conflicts and wars. Besides 

the two main scenarios, all the combinations in between are possible. Some analysts 

believe that this will be the case4. But this part of the world has one of the most 

optimist young populations, and I certainly belong to this group of people. I have a 

vision that problem-abound Balkans has passed the worst of its days and better times 

lay ahead. 

 

The year we have just entered is said to be of crucial importance for the political 

situation in the region. I hesitate to relate the future of the Balkans to a decision such 

as the status of Kosovo. It is true nevertheless that solving this political issue will 

finally clarify the political and territorial setting, of such big importance for the 

Balkans. A peaceful agreement on the status of Kosovo, which is acceptable to all 

parties, will mark the end of the high risk political fence-in. This step would further 

determine the setting and patterns of economic relationships, and the time will be ripe 

for moving to the next stage.  

 

At that point in time, a factor of long-term significance becomes the real-time priority: 

integration into the European Union (EU). A motto used and misused by politicians, 
                                                 
4 Janusz Bugajski “The Balkans in 2010” and Emilian Kavalski “The Sociology of Global Politics and 
the Regional Future of the Balkans” 
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this integration is in fact the cornerstone and the generator of political activity in 

respect to the future of the region. Depending on which side you ask, some see EU 

integration as the means, others as the ends. The EU has been applying the famous 

“standards before status” policy to aspiring countries, signaling that potential 

candidates have to ‘deserve’ and be ready to become club members5. As it concerns 

the local ‘Balkan’ players, there is one absolute truth: EU integration is the ‘magical’ 

point where the interests of the countries in the region meet. It also represents the best 

‘carrot’ the international community can use as motivation for change. 

 

With most high-risk political problems solved, the region can finally focus on 

economic and social development in a mass and all-inclusive manner. EU 

membership is the single largest incentive for governmental, business and non-profit 

organizations to promote a debate. This debate should last as an expression of the 

building of real democracies in the region. This will be the cornerstone of change, 

along with economic development. Technological changes will foster the pace, and 

market integration with new large and middle size business companies becoming 

international in scope. The Balkans is resourceful: it is blessed with a young energetic 

population, natural resources, and geographical advantages. Using these resources to 

grab and retain a global competitive position in various industries is the challenge of 

the future managers. 

 

There will be obstacles of political nature, especially related to extremist groups. 

There is still potential for crises in places like Serbia, Kosovo, Bosnia, FYROM or 

even Montenegro. It is speculated by the media that there are extremist forces hidden 

under the shadows of political discourse, and that they are ready to emerge and take 

violent action to reach their goals. Although such a threat is present, it is typical for 

regions in transition, and there are ways to hedge this risk. Such forces should be 

opposed with all the means that democratic societies have in disposal. Rational and 

egalitarian thinking is one of the necessary developments in the new popular mindset. 

The effective practicing of reforms in east-central Europe and ex-communist countries 

which today are members of the EU (Poland, Hungary, Slovakia, Slovenia, Czech 

                                                 
5 As stated in relevant EU documents approved in Copenhagen and Nice treaties, and known as ‘1993 
Copenhagen Criteria’ and ‘The Treaty of Nice 2002’ 
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Republic, Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania) can be taken as an example6. These 

countries managed to marginalize the influence of extremist groups and old left-over 

structures ready to transform and seize power once more.   

 

Soon we will witness intergovernmental teams meeting to standardize history books, 

joint regional efforts to fight organized crime, multinational businesses forming to use 

existing and emerging business opportunities, education and traveling will become 

easier and encouraged. Young people will not seek a future in immigrating in more 

developed countries, they will be able to find that future right here at home. These 

will be the outward signs of a fundamental change of course, defiance of past records 

of history, and the dawn of a new era for the Balkans.  

 

Conditionality Statement: Necessary factors and processes for fulfilling this 

vision 

In order for the above scenario to be a viable option, there is a range of underlining 

qualitative and quantitative factors. First and foremost, the Balkans is in need of 

security, order and the rule of law. This is a precondition for the normal functioning of 

any democratic society, and a basic qualification for ascension into the European 

Union. Security issues should be addressed in both the sense of political conflict and 

war on organized crime. The latter has rooted deeply in the social and institutional 

structures, and often taken the form of socially acceptable norms. The rule of law is at 

the heart of this transforming transition.  

 

Second, achieve political stability and build stable democratic institutions. This factor 

is focused on the domestic level, and is fundamentally related to the rule of law and 

war on organized crime. Institutions that are democratically elected, leaders that are 

politically and legally responsible, and a smooth change of power from one political 

entity to another. Although this might not be a deep problem for all countries, some 

certainly do have a problem in realizing it when time is due. 

 

Third, a growing and empowered civil society as a balance to political and business 

power promoting participation and democratic values. Although a prominent sector 

                                                 
6 Janusz Bugajski “Facing the future: The Balkans in year 2010” 
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and important receiver of foreign funding for many of the Balkan countries, this part 

of the society needs to move towards alternative ways of funding without risking its 

independence. The civil society needs to become more active in issues of governance 

and provide a real and productive opposition to the state.  

 

Fourth, promote economic growth. The Balkans must steadily but strongly move to a 

self-sustainable stage, not needing foreign aid funds. What can be done by 

governments is the setting a favorable legal environment and providing incentives for 

investments. A first step to feeding this future is the creation of a common Balkan 

open market. Encouraging full privatization of socially-owned and state-owned 

enterprises in those countries where this process is unfinished. Work in creating the 

necessary infrastructure of roads, railways, logistics, and communications.  

 

The Balkan countries and societies are still not aware of the impacts of a globalizing 

world order in their lives, both as persons and as political entities. Learning from past 

mistakes and also learning from other parts of the world that are in transitional 

processes is an important factor. Technological development, competing with ideas, 

and innovation adoption and advance has a way of its own, independent of political or 

social development tempos, with the younger generations at the forefront of adopting 

such new technologies.  

 

Conclusion 

After looking at some issues all Balkan countries face, one reaches the conclusion that 

many predicaments are related to the level of the development of the economy. As the 

political questions lose their importance or change in nature, the economical problems 

are here to remain until and beyond 2016. This part of Europe will have to compete 

for funds and foreign direct investments with Asian and South-American countries. 

The present trend of economic stagnation or decline in the EU zone could have its 

negative impact on the Balkan countries. Facing these challenges, the Balkans is in 

need for definite and genius domestic transformation and regional synchronization, 

resulting in the international integration into the world of the 21st century. 

 

It is my belief that political problems of the present nature will cease to exist by 2016. 

The Balkans will become part of the economy-driven world, alongside a long debate 
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and reconciliation process. The topic for the then-applicants for this scholarship will 

be on issues of EU integration, and the issues that present members of the European 

Union face. As Balkan economies struggle to find their place in a world of global 

economy, they will realize the importance of ideas, entrepreneurship, technology, and 

the magic hand of a market economy. Business opportunities, technological 

development and advances, brain draining, and other issues related to the 

globalization of the economy will become issues of primary importance. This is how I 

see the Balkans in 2016! 
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